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On #WomenFarmersDay, a photo story on the incredible hard yards that women

put in each day in agriculture.

The landowner here in Anantapur is standing tall while the row of 9 women workers

doubled over, are doing transplantation work on his field. ■@PSainath_org | 1/n

He said he paid them Rs. 40 a day. The women, all landless workers from Rayagada, Odisha said it was Rs. 25. It is a

typical case of visible work, invisible women. In India, even women from landed families have no rights to the land. 2/n

Full story: https://t.co/tbMFQF3NsF
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These 2 young girls in the field in Anantapur, AP, are hunting for pests. It’s about all the paid work there is in their village.

They get Rs.10 for every kg of red hairy caterpillars from the landowners. This means they have to catch over a thousand to

make that much 3/n

Millions of women are not counted as workers contributing to the national economy. Much that rural women do, apart from

direct agriculture, is dismissed as ‘household work.’ Lack of direct control over resources like land greatly weakens the

position of women. 4/n



She paused, exasperated by the mid-day sun in Vizianagaram. But remained bent over. She knew she would resume work

in moments – in that very posture.

Working in the same cashew fields were 2 other groups of women from her village. All were bent over. 5/n

‘Manual’ planting, sowing and weeding involve a great deal of time spent in painful postures. Agricultural tasks show a

strong gender divide. Women are barred from ploughing. But they almost exclusively do the transplanting, weeding,

harvesting, threshing and post-harvest work.



Most of these activities mean a lot of bending and squatting. In Nuapada in Odisha, the rain did not stop this woman from

weeding. Besides, many of the tools and implements used were not designed for the comfort of women. 7/n

There’s also injuries from implements made for men and never refashioned for women. Cuts and gashes from sickles and

machetes are common. Decent medical care is rare, while tetanus is a constant threat. 8/n



Such hard work leads to high infant mortality. Prolonged squatting sparks off strains and stresses that often lead to

premature births. Also, women workers don’t get to eat enough. Their general poverty ensures this. Serving the family first

and eating last worsens it. 9/n

Since women are barred from tilling the land, maybe the old slogan “Land to the tiller” needs reworking. Instead, try “Land to

those who work on it.” #WomenFarmersDay [fin]



PS. These rates are circa 1999-2000, they have risen marginally. The women still toil the same way.
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