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Today is Vaikuntha Chaturdashi. A day dedicated to both Lord Shiva & Maha
Vishnu. The significance of this day and the vratha to be observed is described in a
very detailed manner in the Kartikamasa mahatmya of the Vaishnava khanda in the
Skanda puranam. (1)
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On this very day during the Sathya yuga Lord Maha Vishnu went to Kashi to have a darshana of Mahadeva. Before

proceeding for the darshana he took a bath at the Manikarnika ghat & in the process took a 1000 golden Lotus with him to




worship Shiva. (2)
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Vishnu took a 1000 lotuses to perform the Sahasranama for Shiva (1 lotus for 1 name). In order to test Vishnu's devotion,
Shiva secretly takes away 1 lotus before the worship. Nearing the end of the Sahasranama, Vishnu realizes he is short by 1
lotus (3)
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Vishnu wondered if the shortfall in the lotuses was due to a error in counting of the lotuses or error in reciting of the 1000
names.

He concluded there has been no mistake in reciting the 1000 names. The mistake must've been the in counting the lotuses.

(4)

Vishnu had resolved at the outset for a worship with a 1000 lotuses.

"How shall Mahadeva be worshiped when lotuses are short by one. If | go to fetch one, | will have to break the rule of
continuous sitting. Now what should be done?"

Vishnu was worried with this thought (5)

Vishnu praised as Pundarikaksha by the Rishis i.e. the Lotus eyed one. In a stunning display of devotion, Shri Maha Vishnu
proceeds to dislodge his own lotus shaped eye with his index finger & offers it to Shiva in place of the missing lotus. (6)

g 3N =@ o B B Al qReR 0 9o 0 oF: AER S Z3Aser g | goefiEm o Al s
g 099 N A A wereed o aiEvaeg i sf fafire s gen asfoe g ik #ﬂqw]\j&
TR WERAE i N AQY TRAEEl TETRag g N 93 0 N WERT ST A N A ARG Awwae

§| TR | 54 36 O W & SETeE: N 9% || 3 4 WE 3 T FFAAR R | e e A fi
w1l B 0 9% W wEiw @ aas A BER S0 & g A e i g 9 t

Mahadeva moved by Maha Vishnu's gesture says there is no one in the 3 worlds that is as devoted to him as Vishnu is &
declares him as the protector of the 3 worlds.



Shiva also declares that those who worship him but not Maha Vishnu will certainly fall into Naraka (7)
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Vishnu asks:

"O Maheshvara, the duty of protecting the three worlds has been assigned to me. Daityas are very haughty. They have
enormous strength. How can they be killed by me?"

(8)
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To which Shiva answers :

"This discus Sudarmana is capable of cutting down the great Daityas. It is given to you by me. O Lord Vimmu, accept this.
Work a havoc among Daityas with this, O Lord."

Shiva then hands the Sudarshana Chakra to Shri Maha Vishnu (9)

Since then Lord Shiva came to be known as Chakradanamurthi. It is one among the 25 manifestations of Lord Shiva known
as Panchavimshatalilamurti. This event is depicted in stone at the Srikanteshwara swamy temple at Nanjangudu. (10)

https://t.co/61Yu3fLSxo0

12) Chakaradanamurthi, also known as Vishnu Anugrahamurthi shows Lord Shiva wielding the Chakra in his right
front arm & Vishnu worshipping him. pic.twitter.com/XSVYljoU4x

— Ugra (@_ugra_) September 4, 2019

Now regarding the details of the Vratha.

Lord Shiva says :

"In the year named Hemalamba, on the 14th day in the bright half of the glorious month of Karttika at the time of dawn, on
the Tithi pertaining to Mahadeva (i.e. the 14th one) in the Brahma Muhurta.. (11)
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.. you (Vishnu) took your bath in Manikarnika after coming here from Vaikuntha. Then the Linga of Vishveshvara was
worshipped with a thousand lotuses. Hence it will become a favourite of mine. It shall be famous in all the worlds as
Vaikuntha Chaturdashi” (12)

Shiva says:

Vishnu worship should be performed by persons of all castes. They shall observe fast during the day & perform Vishnu's
worship in the evening. Afterwards Shiva's worship is to be performed. Otherwise Shiva's worship shall be futile. (13)
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For the purpose of the worship of Vishnu, the Chaturdashi extending to the night should be taken. The devotee shall worship
Shiva at the time of dawn. (14)
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Devotees who worship Vishnu at the outset with a thousand lotuses and then Shiva afterwards are indeed living liberated
souls. (15)
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Lord Shiva gives more details regarding the Vratha.

"After taking the bath in the evening in Pancanada (Panchaganga ghat), the devotee should worship Bindumadhava
(original temple destroyed by barbarian aurangzeb). (16)
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... he who takes his bath in Vishnukanchi shall worship Anantasena. Thereafter he shall take his bath in Rudrakanchi and
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worship Pranavesha. (17)

First the devotee should take bath in Vaniteertha & then worship Narayana. Thereafter he should take bath in Retodaka &
worship Kedaresha.

At the outset the devotee should take bath in Yamuna & worship Venimadhava. Then he should take bath in Ganga &
worship Sangamesha (18)

This is the significance of Vaikunta Chaturdashi. This is followed by Kartika purnima tomorrow. Its is on Kartika purnima that
Lord Shiva assumes the form of Tripurantakamurthi & slays evil asuras Tarakaksha, Vidyunmali & Kamalaksha (collectively
known as Tripurasura) (19)

Today is the perfect occasion to chant the Vishnu Sahasranama followed by Shiva Sahasranama. The benefits to be had by
performing them today increase by several manifolds.

This is said by Lord Shiva himself.

Vaikunta Chaturdasi good wishes to all of you once again (20)
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