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Today in pulp... I look back at Raleigh bikes: the most exciting bikes on the planet!
#ThursdayMotivation #cycling

RALEIGH

THE ALL-STEEL BICYCLE
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Raleigh was the all steel bike that defined a generation of cyclists: for many it was their first introduction to the joys - and
perils - of cycling!
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The brand was named after Sir Walter Raleigh - inventor of the cigarette. And it was built in Nottingham - home of the
cigarette. So obviously everyone who rode one smoked...






Now of course British cycling has a long and noble history...




...but you didn't come here for that! You want a big fat hit of nostalgia, so let's get right to it.

Let's start with the good stuff: the 10 speed Mark | Raleigh Chopper! Possibly the most dangerous - and therefore best - bike
any child could own. | mean, look at it!!
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Wilder...Tougher and more fun for 1!

Hually beefed-up for 70 the new Choppers are buill tougher with Raleigh's
tonted advance design wedge chassis modified for Lhis year . , . the
‘Bucket dragster Saddle now sits on & Spring suspension rig that gobbles
up bumps 1o make your ride the smoothest . . . Geared for fast starts and easy
udaling, Choppers give you the go with rugged Hurel gear clusters or
amous Sturmey Archer hubs . . . all fitted with new-desian power consoles
featuring excifing controls from Split T-Bar, and Ball Shifters 1o Stem shifters
for the gals . . . most evary thing you need in hardware to put you out in
frant and keep you there,
You're sure fo find loads of wanted “extras” that are slandard equipment
on all Choppers at no extra cost . | like Raleigh red-line Winylon tires both
slick and studded, ehromed roll bar and fenders front and rear, surg-stop
caliper brakes and built-in kick stands . . . these plus other way ahead
Tealures so you can put 'em all Down!
Chocse from a full array of Wild Choppar dragstar models and colors , .,

Derailleur Ten Speed
Fitted with rugged Huret 10-
speed gear and Twinshiflt power
console with split T-Bar control
plus tehsion lever to lock in
Speed. .. padded oversized sissy
bar is standard eguipment, Boys
Model in Black, Blue, or Orange.
TCW Three Speed

Fitted with 3-speed Sturmey-
Archer hub with front and rear
caliper hand brakes, Boys Modef
in Black, Blue, Orange, or Yel-
low. Girls Mode! with new Stem
Shifter in choice of Blue or
Qrange with Black or White Seat.

CST Coaster Single Speed

Derailleur Five Speed
Fitted with Huret S-speed gear
and power console with T-Bar
controls. Padded oversized sissy
bar is standard equipment. Soys
Model in Black, Blue, Green,
Orange, or Yellow.

AW Three Speed

Fitled with Sturmey-Archer TCW
hub (3-Speeds and coaster brake)
and MNew Spertshift with Sport-
thrust Ball Shifter , . . Equipped
with front caliper brake. Boys
Meode! in Black, Blue, or Orange.
Girls Model in Blue or Orange.

{Nst Tliusirated)

Same fine Chopper construction and styling . . . fitted with coaster
loot brake. Boys Model Blue or Oranga, Girfs Model in Blug or

Orange.

10-Speed console S-Spaed console

Bizarre wheels, an unbalanced banana seat and a frankly lethal gear lever placement made the Mark | Chopper a bike that

required strong nerves to ride!




Junior Chopper options were available: the Budgie and the Tomahawk let you slowly build up your confidence, along with
your bruises, blisters and minor fractures.



£32-25
38 wis 86p

By 1976 Raleigh had released the Mark Il chopper: less unbalanced but still next to impossible to ride safely in flares.
Couldn't they give us a chain guard or something?
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Once there were ships. Then there were
aircraft. Now there is Hovercraft, a whole new
way of zipping across thesea-athigh  °
spead. It's this sort of original thinking

that puts Raleigh out in front too, with
innovations that really take off.

CHOPPERII

A fully-integrated design featuring hi-rise
bars wllh?uaighl limiter ; T-bar gear shift
with visual indicator panel ; 3-speed
Sturmey Archer gear ; and Raleigh
cable brakes. Also foam-filled 'polo’
saddle, prop stand and wide studded
tread rear wheel tyre. Colours: Fizay
Lemon, Infra Red, Ultra Violel.

The Chopper was the bike of the '70s that's for sure. But times they were a changing, and as the Summer of Punk came
around so did a new, tougher kind of bike for the nation's youth...



The Raleigh Grifter was made of pig iron and could withstand a direct nuclear blast. Never was a bike so heavy to ride or so

unforgiving on the cobbles...



...but it looked boss! With a three speed twist-grip gear shifter and a mean padded crossbar this is the bike Bodie and Doyle
would ride to school. It was mean. And very heavy.
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Grifter Gangs soon sprung up across the country: ITV-watching toughs who smoked Bensons and knew the lyrics to Sham
69 songs! They probably read Battle Action too!




But nothing - genuinely nothing - could compare to Raleigh's next triumph: the Burner!
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BMX fever gripped Britain in 1980, and only one bike would do for the country's bunny-hopping youth. The Burner had it all...

R-10 BMF

Ffrack with 3
ore details, ask
ock full of exciting

R-10 MKII

R-10 Mite-Y-Mite

BMX Accessories
Everything a BMXer needs to make a bike a tough machine

The Mark Il version in sky blue and banana yellow, with tuff wheels and dipped crossbar remains a thing of beauty to this
day. Why it's not in the Tate Modern is beyond me. Raleigh had reached its peak...



...and it was all downhill from there. The Bomber? The Maverick? Please! Raleigh failed to really get the mountain bike
craze of the mid-80s and as BMX sales slumped so did the company's fortunes...



CUSTOM BUILT FOR CRUISING

This t the ultirmate street machine.
Thre Raleigh Bomber With ds new.
curved frame and giant 20 x 24w
whests with chunky, deep tread gurmwall
tyres, the Bormiber really & the big ore.
Bnr'ﬂ'herddth' 'mmgﬁ !
I & i %
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black foam rubier grs make the nder

It's last radical idea was the Vectar: a computerised bike designed by a man with a ruler. It was cycling's answer to Street
Hawk, and lasted about as long.






Raleigh bikes were crazy, energetic and innovative in their own British way. For example the 1970s Raleigh Strika
anticipated the front fork shock absorber concept decades before other manufacturers...

And there is still a frisson of excitement to be had every time you grab a vintage Raleigh and go bombing around the local

park. That feeling will never leave us. Nor will the minor concussion from falling off it and hitting a tree. Happy days!

More stories another time...
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