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The US immigration act of 1907 signed by Teddy Roosevelt: ableist as hell.
https://t.co/ficeXOImo5

All idiots, imbeciles, feebleminded persons,
epileptics, insane persons, and persons who have
been insane within five years previous; persons
who have had two or more attacks of insanity at
any time previously; paupers; persons likely to
become a public charge; professional beggars;
persons afflicted with tuberculosis or with a
loathsome or dangerous contagious disease;
persons not comprehended within any of the
foregoing excluded classes who are found to be
and are certified by the examining surgeon as
being mentally or physically defective, such mental
or physical defect being of a nature which may

affect the ability of such alien to earn a living...'”!
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Today's covid denialists are tomorrow's openly eugenicist "these disabled people are a drain on society"

Literally. 13 years after the Spanish flu, the very first people the nazis targeted were disabled people.

What caused a lot of those disabilities, you think?

— Anosognosiogenesis (@pookleblinky) November 29, 2020

One theory for why the Spanish flu was so unusually lethal for young people:

They hadn't lived through the previous flu pandemic of 1889-1890 (https://t.co/QiDZYtdbWXx) that killed about 1 million
people. And thus had no carryover immunity.

It's suspected that the 1889 pandemic was not influenza, but a coronavirus.

The 1889 virus spread rapidly, killing mostly the elderly.

The 1889 virus was the first truly modern pandemic: people knew about germs, it spread via trains, it spread at the speed of
modern transportation and commerce

https://t.co/o8NN58RCn4

Really read that. The parallels are striking, it was the first pandemic in the age of daily news.

The 1889 pandemic was not particularly deadly, as pandemics can go.

What it was, was contagious as hell. Hundreds of thousands of cases sprouted up everywhere, overnight. Entire cities shut
down with everyone sick.

At one point, 25% of London was estimated to be sick with it.

Berlin was hit hard.


https://twitter.com/pookleblinky/status/1332873432468492288?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/OiDZYtdbWx
https://t.co/o8Nn58RCn4

Berlin. Leyden declared that ‘the disease
was spreading with extraordinary severity
in every part of the city and attacked a
half of the inhabitants, regardless of the
soclal status, sex, and age; it did not spare
even the breast-fed babies.” However,
when the doctor was drawing conclusions
on the character of the disease, he added
that ‘in general, influenza had a mild
character in Berlin, and the majority of

deaths were caused by complications’
[100].

Epidemiologists estimate its RO was 2.1, its fatality rate 0.1-0.28%

Not too infectious, not too deadly.

What it did do was cause extremely high fevers. 42°C fevers, accompanied by crippling fatigue, seizures, heart palpitations,
etc.

In 1889, around the world, half of some cities, at all ages, experienced debilitating fevers.

Bear in mind: 42.4°C is where fevers cause lasting neurological damage.

The result was that after 1889, there were a lot more cases of epilepsy, mental disabilities, developmental disabilities,
mental illnesses, people who could not find steady employment, people with permanent respiratory problems, etc



All idiots, imbeciles, feebleminded persons,
epileptics, insane persons, and persons who have
been insane within five years previous; persons
who have had two or more attacks of insanity at
any time previously; paupers; persons likely to
become a public charge; professional beggars;
persons afflicted with tuberculosis or with a
loathsome or dangerous contagious disease;
persons not comprehended within any of the
foregoing excluded classes who are found to be
and are certified by the examining surgeon as
being mentally or physically defective, such mental
or physical defect being of a nature which may

affect the ability of such alien to earn a Iiving...m

14 years later, the 1903 Immigration Act was passed by Roosevelt.
It banned anarchists, prostitutes, beggars, and people with epilepsy.

And then a few years later, he passed the above legislation with even more ableism.

15 years after the 1889 pandemic, there were more people around with epilepsy or developmental disabilities or mental
illnesses or such.

The effect of half the population of a city getting a 42°C fever at once.
18 years after that pandemic, US immigration law had responded by veering hard toward eugenics.

And by 1918, pretty much the only people who had not gotten antibodies to whatever that virus was, were under the age of
30.



When the spanish flu hit, it hit children and young adults harder than any other demographic. The people who hadn't lived
through the 1889 pandemic.

And, in 1917, Wilson signed a new immigration act with even more provisions against people with epilepsy, developmental
disabilities, etc

On February 5, 1917, the Immigration Act of 1917
was passed by the 64th United States Congress with
an overwhelming majority, overriding President
Woodrow Wilson's December 14, 1916, veto.3! This
act added to and consolidated the list of
undesirables banned from entering the country,
including: alcoholics, anarchists, contract laborers,
criminals, convicts, epileptics, "feebleminded

nin: m n: mnn mmn:

persons, "idiots," "illiterates," "imbeciles, "insane

persons, "paupers, 'persons afflicted with

contagious disease,” "persons being mentally or

physically defective,” "persons with constitutional

psychopathic inferiority,” "political radicals,’

polygamists, prostitutes, and vagrants.!”

Basically: 30 years later, the long-term health effects of that not-particularly deadly pandemic were reflected in US
immigration policies and eugenicist circles.

A generation later, the aftermath of the 1889 pandemic was still being felt.

Wilson's immigration act was the basis of the 1924 immigration act, which is what th: US used to deny Anne Frank asylum 2
decades later.



Basically: the aftereffects of a pandemic, even if it is not particularly deadly, can last for *decades*.

It can result in ableist, eugenicist legislation decades later.

Survivors can be fucked over, decades later.

Half a century later, those effects might end up killing people in a context no one had foreseen.

With both the 1889 pandemic and the spanish flu, around a decade later is where the harsh attacks on the survivors began.

People who'd survived, but with chronic illness, faced a second epidemic a decade later.

https://t.co/tR494iUOUe

From that article:


https://t.co/tR494iUOUe

Initially, public health officials played down
the dangers, arguing that the Russian
influenza represented a particularly mild
strain. Some officials denied that it had
arrived at all and insisted that patients
merely had the common cold or a more

typical, seasonal flu.

The newspapers, too, treated the influenza
as nothing to get worked up about. “It is
not deadly, not even necessarily
dangerous,” The Evening World in New York
announced, “but it will afford a grand
opportunity for the dealers to work off
their surplus of bandanas.”

Fevers so high your brain you can get lasting brain damage



One Los Angeles victim gave a particular
vivid description of the experience. “| felt
as if | had been beaten with clubs for
about an hour and then plunged into a bath
of ice,” he told a reporter. “My teeth
chattered like castanets, and | consider
myself lucky now to have gotten off with a
whole tongue.”

And once again, you see quinine touted as the pandemic panacea. 30 years later, it'd be touted again.

Half a century later: https://t.co/OVCIMMKE3E in which the US gov infected Guatamalan prisoners and asylum patients with

syphilis and tested quinine derivatives

Druggists throughout the country noted an
unusually high demand for quinine, which
some health authorities had suggested as
a possible remedy—though medical
journals warned against the dangers of
self-medicating and urged people to simply
let the disease run its course.

Here's a lancet article discussing "pandemic sequelea," the lingering chronic illnesses survivors are left with:
https://t.co/lOCPTNVYIR



https://t.co/0VC9MMKE3E
https://t.co/l0CPTNvYiR

	The US immigration act of 1907 signed by Teddy Roosevelt: ableist as hell. https://t.co/ficeXOImo5

