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The Esper firing sums up well the extremely frustrating and toxic dynamic between

Trump's political maneuvers and governing strategy and his fanbase.

Step 1: There is a decisive moment, crisis, or major opportunity

Step 2: Trump talks big, takes photo-ops, and generates extreme reactions from his opponents.

Step 3: Trum fails to take action, sends mixed signals, and generally bungles the opportunity.

Step 4: Trump lashes out at the people who gave him bad advice ... and then talks big again.

Step 5: Trump's fans announce that we're about to "see the real Trump," "the gloves are off," "he'll go full bore now," etc.

Rinse, repeat.

I can think of countless examples that fit this patter: John Bolton and Iran, Esper and the BLM riots, reforming legal

immigration, building The Wall, removing troops from Afghanistan, Covid stimulus checks...

Seemingly, every consequential issue fits this pattern.

So we're left w/ this situation in which Trump, at least rhetorically, still stands as the candidate of immigration restriction,

nationalism, ending wars, law and order, traditional values, etc. Yet he had clear opportunities to act decisively on all of

these matters and didn't.

Many say that I expect too much of Trump. And that's fair up to a point... But I never expected him to go undefeated and run

up the score on his opponents. I always recognized how difficult and delicate all this was. And yes, Trump has had internal

enemies galore.

What I ultimately recognize is the toxic nature of Trump's presidency. When you see a repeated pattern of failure, you have

to move off it—and stop giving credit to the person simply because he's associated with these hot-button issues in a highly

polarized political environment.
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Yes, it's difficult to get anything done in Washington, not to mention change paradigms. But, over and over again, Trump has

had runners on second and third, and he continues to strike out—or worse, he denies that there was an opportunity to score.

Remember this stunt?
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