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Thread: In communism poetry is a capital crime.

This poem was used as evidence by the communist prosecutors in the 1958

treason trial of Romanian poet and journalist Radu Gyr. Gyr was aligned in his

youth with the nationalist movement Legion Of Archangels Michael & Gabriel.

Radu Gyr's first stint in prison lasted 1 year and happened during the pro-fascist regime of Gen. Ioan Antonescu, who

aligned Romania with Nazi Germany. After one year behind bars he was freed on parole and sent to fight on the Eastern

front in WWII.

Sending political dissidents on the front lines to be killed was one of the methods used by the fascist Antonescu regime

government to punish former members of the Legion. Radu Gyr returned home a disabled veteran after he was wounded in

battle.

In 1958 the communist authorities were in full swing with their plans to collectivize Romanian agriculture. The government

was confiscating all farming land from the farmers and landowners and pushing everybody into CAPs -collective agricultural

production farms.
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