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This #thread describes Banda Singh Bahadur's entry into Delhi on February 27th,

1716, taken from from a letter dated March 10, 1716, written by Messrs. John

Surman and Edward Stephenson to the Hon'ble Robert Hedges, President and

Governor of Fort William, Council in Bengal.

John Surman and Edward Stephenson and their Secretary, Hugh Barker, were then present in the Mughal capital as

ambassadors of the East India Company's Council in Bengal to the Court of Emperor Farruk-Siyar.
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Under instructions of their principals, the ambassadors maintained a regular diary of the events and transactions at the royal

court, and wrote to Calcutta to keep the headquarters informed of the political and other developments there.

■■Historical Map of India 1700-1792





The letter can be found in the Madras Diary and Consultation Book for 1715 to 1719, No 87, Range 237 in the India Office

(Commonwealth Relations Office), London.

It has been reproduced in C.R Wilson's The Early Annals of the English in Bengal, volume II, part II (Calcutta, 1991), pp.

96-98, it has also been reproduced in J.T Wheeler's Early Records of British India, pp. 180.



It can also be found in Sicques, Tigers and Thieves, chapter 4, by @amanmadra & Paramjit Singh.

"Malice did its utmost to cover the vanquished with ridicule and shame. First came the heads of the executed Sikhs, stuffed

with straw, and stuck on bamboos, their long hair streaming in the wind like a veil,

and along with them to show that every living creature in Gurdaspur had perished, a dead cat on a pole.
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The Guru himself [Banda Singh Bahadaur] dressed out of mockery in a turban of red cloth, embroidered with gold, and a

heavy robe of brocade, flowered with pomegranates, sat in an iron cage, placed on the back of an elephant.

Behind him stood a mail-clad officer, with a drawn sword.

(Also note the cage Banda was sat in was specially made by Bahadur Shah & had numerous metal spikes pointing inwards

as to cause maximum harm & remove any comfort, unfortunately not captured in the image above)





After him came the other prisoners, seven hundred and fourty in number, seated two and two upon camels without saddles.

Each wore a high fool's cap of sheepskin and had one hand pinned to his neck, between two pieces of wood.

At the end of the procession rode the Grand Vizier Muhammad Amin Khan (died in 1721), sent by the Emperor to bring in

the prisoners, from Agharabad to the Lahori gate of the palace.

Kamr-ud-Din, his son, and Zakariya Khan, his son-in-law, who being also the son of Abd-us-Samad Khan had been deputed

to present his father at the ceremony.



The road to the palace, for several miles, was lined with troops and filled with exultant crowds, who mocked at the teacher

and laughed at the grotesque appearance of his followers.

They wagged their heads and pointed the finger of scorn at the poor wretched as they passed. Infidel dog worshippers, your

day has come.

Not all the insults that their enemies had invented could rob the Guru and his followers of their dignity. Without any sign of

dejection or shame, they rode on, calm, cheerful, even anxious to die the death of martyrs.



Life was promised to any who would renounce their faith, but they would not prove false to their Guru, and at the place of

suffering their constancy was wonderful to look at.

"Me, deliverer, kill me first" was the prayer which constantly rang in the ears of the executioner.



There was a youngman, whose widow mother had made many applications to the Mughal officials, declaring that her son

was a prisoner.

A release was granted and she hastened to claim her son. But the boy turned from her to meet his doom crying, "I know not

this woman, what does she want with me?" I am a true and loyal Sikh.



For a whole week the sword of the executioner did its butcher's work. Every day a hundred brave men perished and at night

the headless bodies were loaded into carts, taken out of the city, and hung upon trees.

It was not until June 19, that Banda himself was led out to execution, all efforts having failed to buy him off.

(June 19th, is almost 4 months after Banda Singh & other Shaheeds were led into Delhi. 4 months of having to witness the

torture and executions of numerous Shaheeds)



They dress him, as on the day of his entry, set him again on an elephant, and took him away to the old city, where the red

Qutb Minar lifts its proud head of marble over the crumbling walls of the Hindu fortress.



Here they peraded him round the tomb of the late emperor, Bahadur Shah, and put him to a barbarous death.



First they made him dismount, placed his child in his arm and bade him kill it. Then, as he shrank with horror from the act,

they ripped open the child before its father's eyes, thrust it's quivering flesh into his mouth and hacked him to piece limb by

limb.

You can read the letter here: https://t.co/nzothTGrP9

Book Review #03 - Rajasthani Documents on Banda Singh Bahadur by Dr Balwant Singh Dhillon

https://t.co/nzothTGrP9

Only 3 in stock currently
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If you wish to support/contribute to the work I'm doing you can become a Patreon https://t.co/TLqT2w7Nk9 or contribute via

https://t.co/uDcY3XOdF3
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