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Excerpts from The Autobiography of Martin Luther King, Jr. to help shed light on

the way to go as regard the #EndSARS #ReformPoliceNG protest going on across
the country.

A thread.

Before the Boycott started, Martin Luther King Jr. thought about the morality of the method of protesting - the Boycaott.
In spite of the fact that the Black community had a legitimate demand, they still thought about the morality of their method.

Would anyone suffer unjustly?
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: ! than merely withdrawing our support from the bys o ] 7 4 ¥ i‘ﬁ
bus company, being an external expression of the syst ny, ! ; "
. naturally suffer, but the basic aim was to refuse to {W;:‘; Wy, B9 1 ﬂ&a
| evil. At this point I began to think about Thoreau’s “Essa te iy & . f,‘,t ;
| Disobedience.” I became convinced that what we were pr? L Civii B4 7 4
? do in Montgomery was related to what Thoreau had HP:E':':.: o ﬂa f
4 were simply saying to the white community, “We can no longer i / {7, e

our cooperation to an evil system.” From this moment on | Nil .
ceived of our movement as an act of massive noncooperation .= &
. [

then on I rarely used the word “boycott.” m |

e

“A miracle had taken place”

Wearied, but no longer doubtful about the morality of our propg ' .
protest, [ prepared to retire early. But, soon after I was in bed, :
week-old Yolanda Denise began crying and the telephone mm
ringing. Clearly condemned to stay awake for some time longer,| §
used the time to think about other things. My wife and I discusseq §
the possible success of the protest. Coretta and I agreed that if w,
could get 60 percent cooperation the protest would be a success,  § ¥ e
Around midnight a call from one of the committee members M
informed me that every Negro taxi company in Montgomery had d&ﬁ‘#
agreed to support the protest on Monday morning. After midnight pw
the phone stopped ringing and Yoki stopped crying. Wearily, I said E Bad,
good night to Coretta, and with a strange mixture of hope and anxi-
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On the first day of the protest, Martin Luther King Jr. noticed that at the peak of the morning traffic, no more than eight Negro

passengers rode the bus.

Almost everyone in the Black community cooperated.

Now, what happened next?
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Leaders in the community discussed the need for some organisation to guide and direct the protest because everything
happened spontaneously.
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action; and it was a test of the validity of the i : 1 f’d f‘?\‘l
am sure that supporters of such pmgcutiunsscw%r:lgdaz::cl:;:?m E T ﬁ*‘b
erwise 1f'they had had the prescience to look beyond the mnm,:h‘ i b 4 gltﬁ

Leaving Mrs. Parks’s trial, Ralph Abernathy, E. D. Nixon sng § ¥
Rev. E. N, F.rench-u—then minister of the Hilliard Chapel A.M.E.'z?.: . 1 ﬁl‘ﬂ
Church—discussed the need for some organization to guide and g;. 4 #y\" 1
!ncct the protest. Up to this time things had moved forward more o ] 5@“
¢ss spontancously. These men were wise enough to see that themg. F © !
ment had now come for a clearer order and direction. 1 }tﬁd:f"

Meanwhile Roy Bennett had called several people together a1 § F‘Fﬁc
three o’clock to make pl 1 1 il 7

plans for the evening mass meeting. Everyone § ' o
present was elated by the tremendous success that had already ar. § 5
tended the protest. But beneath this feeling was the question, where § C:fm
dt.:r we go from here? When E. D. Nixon reported on his discussion §
with Abernathy and French earlier in the day, and their suggestions §
for an ad hoc organization, the group responded enthusiastically,. § = «

The new organization needed a name, and several were suggested.

Someone proposed the Negro Citizens Committee; but this was re- § hﬂl

jected because it resembled too closely the White Citizens Councils. § Bﬁh

Other suggestions were made and dismissed until finally Ralph Ab- § -

They decided to elect officers and Martin Luther King Jr. was made the President of the Association.

They formed an ad hoc organisation called the Montgomery Improvement Association (MIA).
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During the course of the meeting they suggested that the identities of the leaders be concealed but this suggestion was

rejected.
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They deliberated on whether or not to continue with the protest and on the formulation of their demands.




The meeting was well attended and everyone was in support of the resolution.



Everyone keyed into the vision of the protest.




The leaders of the Association met with the City Officials and tried to negotiate.
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nt. The Mmayor then turned
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In Nop,. Wy rward and the ma Fan o
. Onyy forward and make your Statement 1. JOr said: “Aj)
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 Simp, _ at the opposite end, nt of
use ji B I opened by stating briefly why e
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~ghess gy, As soon as I finished the ma

b o ; yor opened the :
who goess  discussion. The commissioners and the attnm{:}rn}:htr;i to general

f life, pany began raising questions. They challenged the Itga]bus com-
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seating arrangement that we were proposing, They cnntelnzezrt;::

Ly the Negroes were demanding something that 1

g’ We answered _b):'tciterating our prwiuug argu‘n:::::ci}:?l:tf?r;]:c =

mediatex ﬁm.md se:aung arrangement could exist entj

1l fizzleo! "¥BAUOR1aW, as it did in many Southern cities

‘would e \tsoon became clear that Jack Crenshaw, the attorney for the bus
was our most stubborn opponent. Doggedly he sought to

-come
rely within the seg-

came & -
s the group that mf‘“ Was no way to grant the suggested
ols had ol posal without violating the city ordinance. The more
ol lnlkcd,mc more he won the city fathers to his position.
See o] 1'saw that the meeting was getting nowhere, and sug-
4 ring it to a close.

¥as agre] ‘that I was the victim of s
cout” . becase T had tarted out with an unwarranted aptimiom, |1t Lo
ot ser’ BRIt > R ﬂnunwa:ranted optimism. I had gone
ment ﬂJ With a great illusion. I had believed that the privileged
b rf] Elop: ?ﬂsgﬁ on request. This experience, however,

The movement was met by tough resistance from the government and the other groups.
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felt certain that once a sizable number of Negroes 1
buses, the boycott would end. gt )

I began to wonder whether any of my associates had betrae
me and made an agreement in my absence. [ needed to find o’ut.
group of Negro ministers had actually met with the city commi
After about an hour of calling here and there we were able to identif
the “three prominent Negro ministers.” They were neither promi
nent nor were they members of the MIA. %

It was now about eleven o’clock on Saturday night. Something
had to be done to let the people know that the article they would
read the next morning was false. I asked one group to call all
Negro ministers of the city and urge them to announce in chuek

Martin Luther King's house was bombed.



Eventually...
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“The bombing”

Three nights later, on January 30, I left home a
attend our Monday evening mass meeting at
Church. A member of my cungrcgauon had cor
to keep my wife company in my absence. Abou
heard a noise in front that sounded as though som
a brick. In a matter of seconds an explosion roc
bomb had gone off on the porch. i

After word of the bombing reached the mass m
attempted to keep it from me. People looked at 1
one or two seemed about to approach me and. thp_
minds. Soon I noticed several of my fellow minister
out of the church in a rather unusual manner, and
mised that something had happened. Unable to res|
any longer, I called three of my closest associates
tell me what had happened. I assured them that
whatever it was. Ralph Abernathy said hesitantly, “Yo

been bombed.”
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STATEMENT AT MIA MASS MEETI NG

[ want you fo know that if M. L. King had never b
ment would have taken place. 1 just hlpp!nld 1o
there comes a time when time itself is ready for ct

N -



We can pick lessons from this as regard the need for strategy, organisation and leadership.

Like someone said this is not a sprint but a marathon.

The Montgomery Boycott lasted for over a year...

#ENdSARS
#ReformPoliceNG

To anyone curious enough, the title of the book is The Autobiography of Martin Luther King, Jr.

Edited by Clayborne Carson.
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