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Cory Doctorow #BLM ,
‘ @doctorow

As the Qanon prophecies fail and the cult-members struggle to resolve their
cognitive dissonance, it's a good time to revisit the history of paranoid,
conspiratorial political movements in American history - the "paranoid style" that
has dominated since the Revolution.
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After all, the very first skirmishes of the US war of independence were based on a conspiracy theory: that the levy on tea

was a prelude to a sellout of the colonists to transnational mercantalist interests. US politics have always been
conspiratorial.
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| found @zacharykarabell's @politico history of the Know Nothing party especially useful, as it tells the story of what
happens when surging, paranoid, fractious political movements implode.

https://t.co/nscIJNA4MTI
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The American Party was a secret 19th century organization founded on a conspiracy theory: that Irish immigrants were
secretly planning a takeover of the US on behalf of the Pope.
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