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It is hard to overstate what a catastrophic failure the Govt & SAGE’s policy of

continual restrictions & lockdown has been.

Not only has it caused economic devastation & misery for millions, it has not

stopped high rates & surges in infections, hospitalisations & deaths.

Over the past 6 months, UK governments have tried mask mandates, curfews, local restrictions, regional restrictions, tiers,

short *firebreaks*, national lockdowns, stricter tiers, extra tiers.

All have caused enormous costs yet look where we are at with Covid. Time to rethink.

“But it’s just obvious that lockdowns will work."

It’s past the time to indulge in wishful thinking about what you think *must* or *should* happen. Like it or not, we have to face

reality: the continual lockdown/restriction cycle has failed on every possible measure.

“But things would have been even worse without the restrictions”

Hard to see how but, if you believe that, where is the evidence? e.g. have places with lighter restrictions had demonstrably

worse Covid outcomes? Switzerland, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Florida, Brazil?

“But it would have been different if we’d locked down more things/earlier/longer …”

More collateral damage & misery for certain, but where is the evidence Covid outcomes would be better? Look at Belgium,

Italy, Peru, Spain, Czechia, New York, Illinois, France, Argentina.

“But New Zealand!”

Long term (& continued) border closures & extreme lockdown in an isolated island nation before the virus was endemic:

whether you agree or disagree with what NZ did, it was just not relevant for the UK situation last March and certainly not

now.
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“But what’s your alternative?”

Please think that question through. If the lockdown strategy creates huge costs and doesn't help with Covid, it needs to be

stopped whether or not there is anything else the Government should do.

Whatever side of the lockdown debate people have been on, to continue with this strategy despite the clear evidence of how

badly it has failed is not just reckless but criminally negligent.

Eventually we need a proper inquiry into the advice SAGE has given but the urgent thing now is to reverse some of the most

damaging measures: school closures, retail, hospitality & sporting shutdowns & the use of criminal law to stop families

meeting up.

Can I end with a plea to journalists?

When ministers, scientists, union & council leaders push for more school closures & even tighter restrictions, at least provide

*some* challenge on why we shd believe measures that have failed so disastrously up to now will succeed this time
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