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(1/11) “There is a moment I’ll never forget. My mother was teaching a class at our

home, and my father hit her in front of the students. It was humiliating..."
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(2/11) “Suddenly the science and literature books disappeared from our home. They were replaced by Islamic books, all of

which were written by men. The rules were tightened..."



(3/11) “After high school I enrolled at a local boy’s college. I was one of fifteen girls at the entire school. And even though my

grades were nothing special, I was very involved in student organizations..."



(4/11) “I felt cursed. Why hadn’t I been born a boy? I had all these ideas, and all these dreams, but nobody would ever

recognize them. I spent the next few weeks laying on the sofa, thinking about my life..."



(5/11) “Waqas had begun to view me as more than a business partner. This was obvious to me. And maybe I was interested

too, but I knew it wasn’t possible. Waqas was younger than me, and from a different caste..."



(6/11) “I returned to the workshop a few weeks later. Once again the craftsmen offered me a chair, but this time I refused. I

sat next to them on the muddy floor, and said: ‘Teach me everything you know...'"



(7/11) “All of our customers came through word of mouth. First it was friends. Then it was friends of friends. After a year we

were selling about 50 shoes per month..."



(8/11) “The interview for Y-Combinator was a disaster. My internet was so slow that Waqas was forced to put me on mute.

We knew this would be a giant red flag, since we were claiming to be a technology company..."



(9/11) “Our visas were set to expire in three months. In order to renew them, we’d have to show progress. But our sales

were flat. And we’d failed to raise any money..."



(10/11) “It took several months to manufacture the collection. But we kept sharing our story on social media. And we kept

sending out samples. By the time we were ready to launch, 45,000 people had signed up for our mailing list..."



(11/11) “There was once a little girl who was brought up to be a dependent. But one day she started acting like she was in

charge of her own life. And it raised doubts and fears in everyone around her..."



Atoms is giving $30 off their shoes to all the readers of this story. You can redeem the coupon by clicking here:

https://t.co/bzAzmKKxQ7

https://t.co/bzAzmKKxQ7
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