BUZZ CHRONICLES > FOR LATER READ
Saved by @Alex1Powell
See On Twitter

Twitter Thread by The Daily Mao

The Daily Mao y
@TheDailyMao

1/ The polls have closed and it seems you'd like me to expose a '‘China Watcher’, so
here goes....

What topic would you like to read in my next Twitter thread?

— The Daily Mao (@ TheDailyMao) December 10, 2020

2/ Our China Watcher today is James Lin, a respectable professor for a respectable school with a sizeable Chinese student
body

,a mes Lin (he/him/his)

Adjunct Assistant Professor

Contact Information

(206) 543-1565

226 Thomson

Fields of Interest

Biography

B.A.. History, University of California, Berkeley, 2007
ML.A., History, Columbia University, 0D
Ph.D., History, University of California, Berkeley, 2017

James Lin is a historian of Taiwan and its interactions with the world in the 20th century. His research examines international agrarian
development, beginning with rural reform and agricultural science in China and Taiwan from the early 20th century through the
postwar era, then its subsequent re-imagining during Taiwanese development missions to Africa, Asia, and Latin America from the
1950s onward. James Lin is the first faculty to be hired as part of the Jackson School's new Taiwan Studies Program, which is a joint

project involving the UW, the Taiwan Government and an anonymous private donor.
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3/ How did | hear about James? Well, a few months ago, someone sent me these screencaps

James Lin @jamestwotree

The original tweet is rich coming from an account that masquerades as satire

but is in fact a thinly veiled front for ethnonationalist takes itself. | know
Duke of Qin is on a different level, but I'd suggest not platforming The
Global Mao either

4/ He tags me and invites me to take some courses... then blocks me. I'm intrigued, what is this guy hiding?

James Lin nestw
This is not unique to China Studies. I'd welcome to take any

course on race in History, Sociology, Gander and Women Studies, Ethnic
Studies, American Indian Studies, etc, to see how race as a social construct is
about understanding why it elicits such reactions.

5/ To start with, some standard China Watcher stuff, such as "China’s economy is a house of cards and will collapse! Also
US military flexing on China’s borders = totally innocent"

James Lin . [
China's real national debt being 330% of GDP is an eye opener, though the
18% debt service cost is the key figure here to take note of.

f ' GOP Gangsta Rap Coalition Chair Balding X¥Eig ©

Two important notes about this: 1) Macquarie is typically one of the more

bullish China research houses. They aren't UBS, HSBC, or GS kool aid
drunk but generally positive. 2) | ball park the China debt service right
now as roughly 18% of GDP off of these numbers.
twitter.com/zerohedge/stat...

6/ Tone policing China scholars and delegitimizing Chinese perspectives... all this seems ordinary...



James Lin

Did any of those use their clout as a public intellectual to make a case about
US-China relations? Sachs doe et a free pass because he's not a China
expert. He could have emailed a China expert at Columbia. When he
publishes on China he needs to be held to a higher standard.

James Lin

The difference here is we are talking about Jeff Sachs, perhaps one of the
maost well known academics to become a public intellectual of our
generation, show a shocking and egregious lack of research, There's no
excuse in his case.

7/ ...until we get to "Chinese economic growth is not poverty reduction"... wait, what?

Nils Gilman
Mumber of Chinese living in extreme poverty (<$§1.90/
0

F08m
170rm
10m (not a typo)

8/ But Chinese growth definitely is like the white walkers (??7?)



James Lin

"_..That era has gone, along with unipolarity. Instead we have learned, or

relearned, that economic growth and trade determine the balance of power
and generate tensions that ultimately require international political
resolution.” And a reminder that, like the White Walkers

James Lin

beyond the Wall, the ultimate price to pay is not geopolitical ascendancy,
but rather the dimate change that is brought upon by our current
Anthropocene.

9/ Taiwan islanders only speak Chinese because the KMT made them (????)

This is a *classic s of decoloniz The KMT imposed an education
systemn, cultural orms, and milit rule in order to sustain a natio 5t
wvision that dated from the early 20th century. In the years since the 1980s,
Taiwan has embraced a multicultural identity. 10/

James Lin
Naturally, one cannot deny the Chinese connections. Authoritarian KEMT rule
was highly effective in that regard
datory Mandarin language training rhrnuqh bo
pﬁr’rﬁ-tlnq Chinese calligraphy and poetry) 11/

James Lin
and the stick (punishment fo ng non-Mandarin languages such
Hokkien or Hakka), then Chi fluency is going to be nearly 10

James Lin

What 5 a problem though, is to mistake Chinese fluency, or the remnants of
Chinese nationalism through a state name, with the identity and desires of
current-day lamr:n Whether or not one wants to identify as Chinese is, I'd

What's remarkable about Taiwan is that this is perfectly acceptable. It's also
perfectly acceptable to not identify as Chinese. 14/




James Lin

wone is curious, the book | was recommending and that sparked
If you'll read the ‘l
rather innoouous and not an attemnpt e ;

Critical Han Studies

11/ You know who seeded this type of research? The Imperial Japanese Army. While it was invading China.

12/ And guess what type of ‘colonization’ Professor Lin likes because it brings ‘civilization'?

James Lin

The Japanese most definitely did not consider Taiwan to be "basically Japan.”
Policies like doka and kominka in Taiwan were specifically aimed at civilizing
a non Japanese people. I'd suggest reading

and

Becoming Japanese




13/ But James doesn't just like Imperial Japan. He thinks it's 40 year campaign of wanton bloodlust in Asia - which killed 20
million people - compares favorably to China's Belt and Road project

James Lin
Well worth the read

the argumin maan they &

@ Jamies Lin

By validity of the risk premium argument you mean that
10-15% interest is a reasonable interest rate given the
risk? And that this is contradictory to China being seen
as benevolent?

14/ James also gets pretty touchy when you say anything about Japan doing anything remotely aggressive in the present
day

Eric Humdman | {EIRIR
L | [ " s, rather than bending

r Erie Hurmdman | {EIRIR
_’ ¥ I thoug s protty cloar that the Cuad is nascent? Am | thinking if a

The article states Japan "is attempting to reconstitute

an informal and implicitly anti-Chinese alliance kr

as “the quad,™ This is a strong statermnent, even if it is
“aspirational.” My bigger gripes are characterizing
Mepal and North Korea though, which | would say are
false,




15/ James sure likes thinking about Japan doesn’t he, but he has never tweeted, once, about the Nanking Massacre,
Comfort Women, state-sponsored narcotics dealing in Manchukuo, or biological warfare in Unit 731

16/ But he did tweet one thing about Imperial Japan between 1931 and 1945... their trains. Because trains are super cool
and what the 1JA built while killing and enslaving everyone is definitely the same as China’s BRI /sarcasm

Philip Thai
Great thread on the history of trains and rail netw

sia! From aborted

futurist schemes by the Japa before WW 3 and Road by
China today. Includes amazing images!

£} Ernest Ming-tak Leung iRAHE

The EF55 class locos, aka "M has mythical status in Japan. Built by
Hitachi in 1936 fo o 5, they were t ‘ ild of
wartime high-te an, : could be seen in a wide arra

propaganda. I os for Tokyo-Peking-Sing

Services.

17/ All this could just be coincidence, but the other day, he straight up liked a post denying the Nanking Massacre



James Lin

Histonan : development, capitalism, agranan/rural, food, 5TS, environment,
Cold War. Tawan, China, Global South. alum (Go Bears!). he/fum.
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Fantastic! This is so great to see, congrats

| @ Marshal Zeringue

MNew from Comell Unversity Press: Reinventing Licentiousness:

Pomography and Modemn China by Y. Yvon Wang @yyvonwang
i@History UofT @ComellPress #China

18/ You could think this is all due to some odd racial hierarchy James has absorbed in his head...



James Lin

Same here. | stopped reading after the awful The Bear and the Dragon. But
reading the early books Hunt for Red October and Patriot Games were some
of my favorite childhood memories.

James Lin .

This was precisely what made Clancy's Ryan stand apart from the rest of the
ClA pack. Clancy’s Ryan could empathize with whoever he was studying,
whether Northern Ireland separatists/unionists or Soviet submarine captains.

19/ But this isn't just Twitter, continuing Imperial Japan's "China ethnography studies" is his day job

Latin America from the 1950s onward. James Lin is the first faculty to be hired as part of the
Jackson School’s new Taiwan Studies Program, which is a joint project involving the UW, the

Taiwan Government and an anonymous private donor.

20/ James: “I am not influenced by money but my career as a junior faculty is precarious and only senior faculty consistently
stand up to govt pressure”

James Lin @jame e - Jun 17
Before | end, I'd like to disclose that my professional position is partially
funded by the Taiwan government as well, though these views are entirely

my own opinion. Whether | too am influenced by Taiwan’s soft power
objectives, I'll let the reader decide. (25/n)

21/ Also James: "all the funding for me is totally innocent!" Also also James: "Taiwan studies needs more funding"



James Lin i

The reasoning behind the report seems to be that Taiwan government
funding is the cause of increased US-China tensions, which one might
characterize as a Cold War, that is endangering US foreign policy. I'd like to
discuss why it's troubling to see this. (2/n)

James Lin ]
This isn't an isolated implication, either. The first and only other article from

Responsible Statecraft made more explicit claims essentially arguing that US
progressives jumping on the Taiwan "bandwagon” was “creating almost
irreparable damage to U.S.-China relations,” (3/n)

James Lin

in addition to a number of false assertions of both Chinese and Taiwanese
history. I've written about that article here:

(4/n)

22/ Also also also James: "And even though Taiwan pays our bills, we should totally keep hiding what that funding is used

for

James Lin ! « Aug 1¢

Third thought: is absolutely right to emphasize the risks for
students studying Taiwan. "Professor Fell notes the importance

of Taiwan studies programmes remaining nonpartisan in terms of domestic
blue-green politics, but another political challenge is how to remain

James Lin

neutral in the seemingly lose-lose situation of Taiwan versus China studies.
Many of us (myself included) use a strategically ambiguous approach in
describing what exactly we mean by Taiwan studies in order to not isolate
any other subfields or scholars. This strateqgy works for

James Lin @jamestwol Aug 1 1
now, but in the long term we need to have some difficult conversations

about how to present ourselves as a field.”

23/ But James isn't just funded by Taiwan's government. He's also funded by an anonymous donor... which totally isn't
influencing the views of our ever-so-eager Imperal Japanese apologist



Jackson School starts new Taiwan Initiative

FEBRUARY 22, 2016

In introducing the Feb. 18 panel discussion “Taiwan 2016 Elections: Retrospect and Prospect,”
Jackson School of International Studies Director Resat Kasaba also highlighted the start of a

new initiative at the School around the study of Taiwan.

Thanks to a recent major grant and a generous gift from an anonymous donor, the School
plans to help bring together expertise and knowledge of Taiwan and make these resources

more available to students and public.

24/ So if it's innocent, why not share it? Maybe James should share his donor’'s name with all of us. But he’ll probably toss
out an excuse about respecting their wish to remain anonymous, so let’s give him that

25/ But we don’t have to give him an ounce of the supposed objectivity or legitimacy he quite so obviously craves.

end/ And though they likely give more than $200M per year today in tuition, as long as James is paid by @UW, neither
should Chinese families give @UW a single cent of their hard-earned money @amcauce
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20-21 Visas by Country, Seattle Campus

Country
Albania
Argentina
Armenia
Australiz
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Belgium
Bhutan
Bolivia, Pluninational 5t
Botrwana
Brazil
Brune: Damszzalam
Bulgaria
Cambodia
Cameroon
Cenada
Chile
China

Colombia

-
-
-
3

Conge, Democratic Re..
Costa Rica

Croatia

Cyprus

Czech Republic
Denmark

Ecuader

Egvpt

El Salvador

Ethicpia
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