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Defining The Massacres In North West Nigeria
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Since 2014, several communities in some of the states in the Northwest of Nigeria have witnessed aggravated plunder and

killings. Nigerians and non-Nigerians have been massacred in unrestrained orgy within these locations.

From Kaduna to Sokoto, Katsina to Zamfara and Kebbi, it has been a cauldron of beastly killings.

In the run-up to the 2015 general elections, Zamfara state became the epicentre of the daily horror. The killings soon spread

to Katsina state with some intensity.

Also across the state boundaries, Niger State in the North Central zone witnessed similar attacks.

By 2019, the savagery reached a crescendo with the erstwhile Governor of Zamfara, Abdulaziz Abubakar Yari confessing

that he had lost control of the state. What started as rural banditry in which poor farmers lost their flock to rustlers soon

attained a frightening scale.

Seemingly indifferent to giving adequate heed to any careful mapping of the phenomenon, security agencies and political

office holders have tended to casually pin the label of banditry on this steady insurrection against the state.

Of course, there are elements of banditry but a more sinister, underlying offshoot has evidently emerged.

It is, arguably, in the light of the faulty contextualization of the problem that state governments began to negotiate with these

criminal groups.

To be sure, there are a few dissimilarities between the context of the insecurity in the Northeast and that of the Northwest.

In the Northeast, there are groups with Islamic extremist religious orientation. There is also in the Northeast a recognizable,

charismatic authority figure in the person of Abubakar Shekau. In effect, all the terror groups in the Northeast fight under the

Islamic Jihadist banner
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In the Northwest, there are several violent groups but only one, Ansaru, fights under any banner of Islamic Jihadist

motivation.

Other violent groups, lacking the pull of religious doctrine and the character of a maverick leader, have not been any less

ruthless.

The groups in the Northwest, not bearing any legacy names by which they might project their mission, have ceded to the

public the liberty to address them as they wished.

Perhaps, seeking to overlook the scale of the horror inflicted continually on society by these groups, the state appears

satisfied to use their non-religious characterization as cover to continually describe them as “bandits.”

It no longer makes sense to continually categorize these groups as “bandits.” In the ranking of criminal enterprises against a

state, banditry features at a level comparable to robbery.

This is why public enquiry, definition and categorization should matter a great deal.

In the matrix of criminality, terrorism is on a different level because it is an insurrection, even much more than that, it is the

use of arms against the authority of the state.

The warlords in the Northwest have steadfastly followed these paths.

Terrorism is never exclusively driven by religious (Jihadist) fervour. Most of the violent groups in the Northwest are not

primarily driven by extremist Jihadist convictions yet they are not any less into terrorism than Ansaru, Boko Haram or the

Islamic State West Africa Province

Read the full Editorial here:

https://t.co/iwyOXCmW4c
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