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I just finished talking about how government works to my boys' yaya of 23 years,

who's a self-proclaimed DDS. I explained to her who controls the budget, why

lawmakers suck up to the President, why politicos kill each other during elections

for what seems like a measly salary. 1/

I told her why I was angry with this government's response to the pandemic, how we're trillions deep in debt but hardly

feeling any of it, how we're the laggard in the region in addressing COVID despite how much higher our tax rates are. I

explained why we need to vote better. 2/

But what eventually made everything I was saying to her sink in was when I told her, "You know, this lousy government, it

doesn't affect me or my family. You've seen that. We can sell off all our assets if we want to and just migrate to another

country if we have to." 3/

I said, "All throughout this pandemic, did you see any adverse effects on my family? No. We eat what we want, my boys can

turn on the aircon in their rooms and just be on the computer every day if they wanted to. We didn't suffer. But guess who

did? The poor, like you." 4/

And it was then that it finally sank in how voting for someone inept impacted people in her social class so much more

adversely than it ever could someone on my social class. This discussion started because we talked about Pacquiao

running for the Presidency, and she liked him 5/

I said to her, "He was absent the most in Congress after saying he'd work harder. Said the same thing when he ran for the

Senate, yet here he is, still consistently absent. You think he'd change if he became President?" And she said, "You're right,

I don't think he will." 6/

I didn't score her for supporting Duterte. What would be the point? But I explained how we need to raise standards in who

we vote for, because, I said, "Far more than for people like me, people like you suffer far far worse when a leader is inept.

You've seen it." She agreed. 7/

And then she asked me who to vote for. I said, "Don't let me dictate to you, and anyway, nobody's officially announced as

yet. We talk when they do. But this early, tell yourself you won't vote for someone just because he's Bisaya like you, or he

gave away gifts, or because... 8/
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...you find them cute or funny when they sing and dance. They're not there for your entertainment. They're there to SERVE.

So let that be your metric in voting. Who will serve my interest as a citizen the most?"

And you could see, major lightbulb moment for her. 9/

End.

Ack. Need to add. I also said to her, "Who lost jobs? Who lost their livelihoods? Who couldn't afford hospitalization when

they got sick? Who couldn't afford swab tests? Who got hungry? Was it people like me?" And she shook her head, saying,

"No, it was us."

She got it.
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