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Try using these 5 powerful yet simple questions to engage students.
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W from Rebecca Alber \ﬂ’ llplearns_‘
5 Simple Questions

Student voice in a classroom is a powerful tool of engagement. But to create that culture of student
inquiry, good questions are essential. Here are 5 good ones, useful at any time, in any lesson,

“Share with s neighbor befo,,
)

Best used after a statement, prediction,

= w h a‘r do conclusion, or ebheervation. Students will often

need for us Lo provide clarity on what we
you fhl nk?" mvean by “What do you think?” Ironically, the

simplicity might confuse them.

J

U Push students to provide more depth and
reason for their answers.

“Why do y;\
think that?” J

When this question is asked, students can make
connections to their ideas and thoughis with things
they've expenenced, read and have secn.

Thiz question challenges students to
extend their thinking and share further
evidenoe for their ideas.
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What questions | |
» uestions like this require patience - wait

d'o you s*'l' ha“e?” l.iml:,'bul Jlsnlimrf:‘::iudgms 1o pet used Lo asking

guestions, not just answering them.

Brevity Is a part of why these are simple, yet powerful questions, They
require students to provide the welght, depth and complexity to a

conversation.
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