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I have an hour or two to kill in Bozeman so | found this hole in the wall computer
history museum and...wow. This is not what | expected. +

Computing starts with writing, so what if we had 4000 year old Mesopotamian tablets, sure ok.

Original Sumerian
Cuneiform Clay Tablet
Akkadian Period

¢. 2,400 - 2,000 BCE Dedication by King Enlin
Refers to the giving of something A Twist of Fate: It was cust ¥ for Mesopotami
1o groups of workers. astrologers and fortune tellers. 11 the near term omens W

king, he would then temporarily assign a sim /
a substitute king. 1f the gods sent bad tidings to this temporary
~ The official king would then reclaim his throne. \f however,
| temporary King then, as a show of thankfulness - he W
| gods. Either way - bad omens were
resume his office. The twist: in 1861
not good. King Irra-lmitti then tempor wipn
throne. Unfortunately. the real King, brva-lmitt « ed
which historians interpret it to be a poison. The gar
his temporary office and ruled for the next 24 yearst
Religious dedications in the form of br\rh__! such as the
Temples by the Babylonian Kings of the Isin/Larsa
(the lucky gardener) had this very brkk
The Text in Translation: Enlil-Bani, the

First folio Shakespeare, also a thing
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Two original c¢o ecutive
leaves from the first folio
ecl_ition of Macheth from lhé
1‘62'3. printing of William
Sl.lakespcar S Comedies
Histories, & Tragedies |

u could hardly call it a history museum if on the outskirts of a town of <50K you didn't have the Principia
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My friends talk about the PDP-11 but obvi that's too newfangled for a serious history museum




cal Compater

The World’s First Commercially
Successful ktop Computer (196s)

PDP-8

rogrammed ‘ata ‘rocessor (1965)

e —

model (inform
hi-8" — as the one on d

cuit boards),
Memory: 4,09 Byles Bits cnch)
Cyele Time: 1.6 Microseconds
Weight: 250 Pounds Pawer: 7.5 Amps @115 W

Original 1965 Price: $18.000 ($143,000 in 2017 Dollar

)

What if we had a first-run chip from the first microprocessor
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The 1st Microprocessor - The Intel 4004 (1971)

On Display Above: / VP
An original Intel 4004 microprocessor in its ceramic package.

It's cool when your pal Woz gives you a computer



Steve Wozniak “Woz"

In 1976 at his apartment, Steve Woniak alone
designed the hardware, circuit board designs,
and operating system for the Apple 1. Wozniak
originally offered the design 1o Hewlen

Packard, while working there, bul was denied
by the company on five different accasions,

His friend Steve Jobs instead had the idea 1o
sell the Apple | with Woznlak as a Fully
wssembled printed circwit board. Wozniak, af
first skeptical, was later convinced by Jobs
that even i they were nol swecessfiol fhey
could at least say to their grandiids they had
had their own company. Together they sold
some of their possessions (such s Worniak 's
HP scientific caleulator and Jobs' Volkswagen
van), raised $1.300, and weembled the firsi
boards in Jobs' bedroom amd lster (when
there was no space lefl) in Jobs' garage.

s E—E‘T 4 |

e e OWnas Vea Nt &

Bozignar ot the Appla | Computar and the'

Co-Founder o1 The Appls Campuie?

e ¥ have donsted Wntandiiloneivy 19

the Amarican Compuisr BSAuzsum in

Boreman, Montana an Originsl Appls b

' Computar = a}hn_gu-ﬂﬂ o1 wihioh s snew
-~ -

swove. Wz — S

= o7

| The Apple 1 Computer
(1976)

Moore's law




Bnsistors in a dense
two years. The
Intel and Fairchild
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doubling every
projected this
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1963

Detail from a plan for the 486 microprocessor; the whole is perhaps 3x5 feet, for a 6.8sq in chip
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The 1965 disk behind me holds 8MB




This watch has been to the moon




32K of RAM, from the 1960s

Original Omega Speedmaster Wat
t Worn on the Moon by Apollo 15
Commander David Scott
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The circait board
on the T hasa
total memory of
262,144 BITS or
32.768 BYTES!!
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First automated DNA sequencer, 1986. My dad got his PhD in genetics over a decade prior. Just imagine.




| Museum Honoree, Leroy Hood .
| Donated This DNA Sequencer e b

| give up. How does this museum even exist.



It is totally reasonable to have an autographed Claude Shannon



Hello robot friends (and enemies)
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THE MATHEMATICAL THEORY
OF COMMUNICATION

Warren Weaver
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This computer did not go to the moon. It just helped people go there. Also 32K.



Last Surviving Mainframe
Computer used by
NASA for the

Apollo 11
Moon Mission

NIVAC 418-11

This is like github but for Apollo 4
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Did you require nostalgia
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I do not know who this computing nun was but | am here for her



Yes | am totally taking a selfie in this particular exhibit
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I cannot believe this place even exists

Anyway if you liked my tweets about this museum, which is free (!), please consider paypaling them a few bucks
https://t.co/fMxXWSIcNgp

Also dear thread readers, they are now on Twitter as a result of this thread and your enthusiasm! https://t.co/90krF40yDu

@ThatAndromeda Thank you for all of your kind words and images that you posted about our museum in Bozeman,
MT. Also a big thank you to several of your followers who followed up on your donation suggestion! We just launched
our Twitter account a few minutes ago...

— American Computer & Robotics Museum (@Compustory) August 11, 2018
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