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■Rishi Bharadwaj and his quest to learn the Vedas.■

"One has to be humble if he desires to acquire knowledge - Rig Veda.”

There once lived a great Rishi named Bharadvaja.He had an intense desire for

knowledge &made it his life goal to master the Vedas.
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The Vedas are India’s oldest sacred texts. However, the sage knew that he was only going to live for a hundred years. So

he did severe penances and pleased Dev Indra.



Indra appeared before him and the sage asked Indra, “Please give me a hundred more years so that I can complete

studying the three vedas”.

Then Indra said,”Tathasthu ( let it be so)”. So the sage Bharadwaja studied the vedas continuously.

When the end of that 100 more years approached, he again prayed to Indra and asked for 100 more years. Indra granted

his request. When he again prayed to Indra for further longevity, Indra appeared before him and decided to instruct the rishi

Himself.

The Dev then uttered the three vyahritis “Bhuh”, “Bhuva”, and “svah” and created three huge mountains.

When the sage saw the mountains he thought, “Maybe the three mountains represent my mastery over the three vedas”.



To his surprise, Dev Indra took a handful of mud from the three mountains. He said to the sage, “This is what you’ve learnt

from the three vedas. The rest is what you still need to know. It may take many many lifetimes to do this”.

The sage was shocked. He thought, “I’ve extended my stay here on earth a couple of times so that I can complete my

studies of the vedas. Still I’ve learnt so little, surely this must mean that the vedas cannot be completely studied by anyone”.

Then he asked Indra what to do.



Indra said, “The vedas are unlimited. Except for Sri Vishnu nobody can know them completely. The best thing is to realise

the purpose of the vedas. The goal of all the vedas is the supreme Lord. Meditate on Him and fulfill the goal of all the

vedas”.

Then the sage went to mattapalli(a place in Andhra pradesh), purified himself by bathing in the river Krishna and meditated

on Bhagwan Narasimha. Narasimha is often depicted as half man and half lion and is regarded as one of the incarnations of

Sri Vishnu.

Being pleased with his penance, Narasimha appeared before him and granted him permanent residence in the heavenly

abode of Vaikunta. ( According to the Vishnu Purana Vaikunta is located 209,600,000 miles above Satyaloka which is also

known as Brahmaloka .

Vaikunta is the celestial abode of Sri Vishnu). So the goal of all the vedas is to realise the Supreme Lord who is the central

theme of the vedas. When one understands the Lord all the vedic knowledge is revealed to him.

Sri Krishna confirms this in the Bhagwad Gita by saying,"Vadais ca sarvair aham eva vedyah - By the study of all the Vedas,

I'm alone to be known".

Jai Sri Krishn ■■■
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