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Manyavar’s recent ad featuring Alia Bhatt demeans the Hindu marriage ritual of
Kanyadan by claiming it objectifies women. In reality, no other marriage ceremony
in the world honors & reveres the bride as completely as the Hindu Vivah
(marriage) ceremony.

2
Apparently Manyavar never bothered to research the tradition of Kanyadan before labelling it regressive. Hindu literature is

full of references showing that rituals in the Vivah Samskara are designed to empower both bride & groom as equal partners
in a life of spiritual growth.


https://buzzchronicles.com
https://buzzchronicles.com/b/all
https://buzzchronicles.com/WokesAreScarce
https://twitter.com/MumukshuSavitri/status/1441666237558263810
https://twitter.com/MumukshuSavitri
https://twitter.com/MumukshuSavitri
https://twitter.com/MumukshuSavitri
https://twitter.com/MumukshuSavitri

Marriage is seen as a means of spiritual growth; the husband and wife are
co-partners in religious life and function, the wife is not a mere pleasure
companion of her husband for the temporal life. Manu (9.26) states: 'The
husband is said to be one with the wife.’

The idea of the designation of the wife as ardhangini i.e. the half part of the
body of the husband as constituted by the wife, is further attested to in the
Brihadaranyaka Upanishad (1.4.3):

Women are created, by the Atman, as equal halves of man, thereby
completing them, like halves of a shell completing the whole shell.

3

Undoubtedly, patriarchal distortions crept into Hindu marriages, due to the dark age of Islamic rule when women were raped,
molested & killed relentlessly. Social evils like child marriage & dowry arose due to the desperation of Hindus to marry their
daughters & protect them.

4
Authoritative Hindu texts however specifically forbid treating the bride as a material object to be exchanged. The Manu
Smiriti clearly warns that anyone selling their daughter for any price & treating her like property is assured a place in Hell.

it a sale in the guise of marriage. Manu says, “The
learned father of the girl should not accept even
the least amount of price., Accepting the price
out of greed, he becomes the seller of children®.5*%
According to Apastamba-Smrti, “not even a Stdra
should accept money while giving away his daughter.
Taking money is a salein disguise”.?® Not only
this much, In the opinion of some writens, “a
purchased wife cannot attaiu the full status of a

wife and is not entitled toshare the Worship qf gods

5

None of these later patriarchal distortions in the Vivah rituals were sanctioned by original Hindu sacred texts. The Hindu
Vivah has always based its essential rituals on the famous cosmic marriage described in the most ancient Rig Veda
(Mandala 10, Sukta 85)
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6

The Rig Vedic verses describe the cosmic union of the Sun with the Moon. Surya Savitri is the sun bride & Soma, the moon
groom. The Vivah honors this celestial marriage by reciting the same Rig Vedic Mantras as a reminder of the sanctity &
cosmic significance of Vivah.



7
Surya & Soma are the prototype for all Hindu couples as human marriages follow the pattern of the celestial union. The

bride & groom re-enact it to unify & elevate their lives & walk together on the path to Moksha, as Hindus believe humanity is
a refection of divine life.

The performance of marriage was seen as an important institution in Rig
Vedic society. The Rig Vedic marriage form is unfolded in the 85th Sukta of
the 10th Mandala of the Rig Veda Samhita. The main purpose of this composite
hymn is the ceremony of marriage in general and more especially the wedding
of Surya Savitri, who is the bride; Soma, the moon, is depicted as her hus-
band. Surya and Soma typify the prototype for all bridal couples since in
Hindu religious thought all human marriages follow the celestial marriage
ceremony pattern. This is indicative of the religious sanctity accorded to Vivaha
and its performance from the Vedic age to the present day. The implication of
its performance is seen in that man’s life has an additional dimension; it



8

The Nirukta provides the etymological basis of Vedic terms. It defines Kanya as derived from the root “Kan” which means to
illuminate. So the bride/Kanya symbolizes the illumined sun who fulfills creation & the groom symbolizes the moon who
receives & reflects her light.

9

This deliberate usage of the word “Kanya” reveals the real intent of Kanyadaan. If it was about giving away a daughter, Putri
or Duhita would suffice. The specific usage of Kanya emphasizes the Rig Vedic view of the bride as the illuminating sun,
Surya Sauvitri.

10
Vedic rituals were later elaborated in many Grihya Sutras such as Apastambha, Bharadwaja, Baudhayana, etc. to

understand the ceremony, rituals & local customs according to Gotra. These rites demonstrate how the Hindu bride is
revered & respected in every part of the Vivah.

11

From the initial betrothal ceremony (Kanyavarana) itself, tradition requires the groom to appear in his best clothes to ask for
the guardian’s consent to the marriage. Once consent is given, he must first worship the bride & pray to her for good luck,
health & children.



as to bow they were performed One tradition 1s
recorded in the Narada-Smrti. llere lectrothal is
called Kanyavarana. According to it, not only
the friends of the bridegroom, Lut the Dbridegroom
himself with friends went to the father of the bride
for the formal settlement of the warriage.
“Within the month of marriage, on an auspicious
day, the Kanyiavarana ceremony should be
performed. lhe bridegrrom, well dressed and well
ad.rned, with music and chanting of sacred verses,
should go to the bride’s home with a loving heart.
Then the bhride’s father should give his consent
happily. The bridegroom, having propitiated Sachi,
should worship the well adorned bride and pray to
her for wood luck. health dnd nrogenv”.2®® It

12

Next the Madhuparka ceremony takes place to exchange auspicious gifts between families & ends with the father-in-law
worshipping the bride. The bride is presented with the best garments & jewelry by the groom’s family & blessed with Mantras
for health, prosperity & vitality.

(9 The Bridegroom Honoured.

After the Madhuparka ceremony the bride
is worshipped by the {ather-in-law with scent,
garland, sacred threads and a pair of ornaments.
The bride seats herself there after having

13

The bride’s guardians perform Kanyadana to bestow the luminous Surya (the sun bride) to be received by Soma (the moon
groom). Ignorant people understood this to mean donation (dana) of an object, when it actually refers to receiving her
energy as Kanya-adana



Source: Cologne Digital Sanskrit Dictionaries: Shabda-Sagara Sanskrit-English Dictionary
Kanyadana (&=mc9).—n.

(-nam) 1. Giving a girl in marriage. 2. Receiving the same. E. kanya, and dana gift, or adana acceptance.

14

During the Kanyadana, the guardians recite Mantras bestowing the bride as Lakshmi who unites with the groom
representing Vishnu. This is a symbolic transformation of the cosmic Surya & Soma manifested in earthly forms to mimic the
ideal divine pair Lakshmi & Vishnu.



kanyam kanaka sampannam kanakabharanairyutam
dasyami visnave tubhyam brahma loka jigisaya

kanye mamagrato bhiiyat kanyeme deviparsvayoh
kanyeme sarvato bhityat tvaddananmoksamapnuyarm
visSvambharah sarvabhiitah saksinyah sarvadevatah
imam kanyam pradasyami pitfpam tarandyaca

kanyam salankrtva sadhvim sustlaya sudhimate
prayatoham pradasyami dharma kamartha siddhaye
May I offer to you, the embodiment of Vishnu, this, my
daughter, foremost among all young women, by my side,
covered with golden ornaments, so that I may obtain

salvation in Brahmaloka.

With all the gods and these witnesses, in order to liberate
my ancestors and to achieve dharma, artha and kama, I give
away this gift, my daughter who is virtuous, intelligent and

beautifully adorned.

15

Kanyadana thus treats the bride as a divine energy. It shows both mana (respect) & parigraha (reverence) for the bride, so
for Manyavar to coin a new term “Kanyamana” is ridiculous. It indicates they know nothing about Hindu marriage & even
less about Sanskrit language.
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After Kanyadana the groom asks the guardian, “Who gives this bride to me?” And the answer is “Kama” (The god of love).

This clearly shows that the Kanya was not given away as an object but symbolically bestowed by the God of love, when she

is ready to share her life energy.

After accepting the bride, the bhridegroom
puts a very significant cquestion to the
guardian of the girl: “Who has given this
bride to me ?” The answer is “Kama ( the God of
Love).”2%% Then he leaves the nuptial canopy
with the bride and in private utters the following
formula to her in order to win her over: “Where
thou wanderest far away with thy heart to the
regions of the world like the wind, may the
gold-winged Vaikarna (the Wind ) grant that
thy heart may dwell with me!N.N!”%5° The
Paddhatis call it the Vadhvade$a or the

17
It is only after this that the Pani Grahana (holding hands) shown in the ad follows. The groom clasps the bride’s hand to

receive prosperity & divine energy. In the Ramayana, Janaka tells Rama that he is accepting prosperity by grasping Sita’s

hand during this ceremony.



g4 IidT 7Y GaT eudad! ad|
UdTes o1 W d UTfof Jeisg uTfoET 11.73.271 |

q9 my, gdT daughter, dd your, ¥eyH=Rl with you observing
righteous deeds, lar Sita, ggH this girl, T4 her, Jds g accept,
d WgH prosperity to you, 9Tfuiq her hand, 91fUiET with your hand,

TeIsT hold.

"This my daughter Sita will be your partner in performing her

rightful duty. Accept her. Farewell. Take her hand into your
own.

18

After essential ceremonies such as Agniparanayana, Lajahoma, Asmarohana, Saptapadi are all performed, the couple is

blessed by everyone. Then the couple does Suryadikshana (homage to the sun) if it is during day or Arundhati darshanam
at night.



19

Viewing Arundhati-Vasishta (Alcor-Mizar) indicates Hinduism's profound knowledge. Most binary star systems have one star
stationary as the other rotates around it, but here both stars rotate around each other. Neither dominates, both support &
travel, in an ideal partnership.

- Talescopic view

20

Post wedding during the Grihya Pravesh the bride is worshipped as Lakshmi. She tips over a pot of rice at the threshold to
symbolize prosperity entering her new home. With feet dipped in red lac, she walks through the home to leave auspicious
footprints & bless her new family.



21

Dressed in the best garments & jewelry she worships the family deities & temples. In her role as Lakshmi, she also gives

charity to Brahmanas & poor people, on behalf of her new family. The Ramayana recounts how Sita & her sisters performed
these rituals on reaching Ayodhya.



HETATARaTd NfyaT: eftvar: |
CIATIAATITE HAET: YAYSTa 1 11.77.131 |

dr: gaf: all of them, HSTTATARIALATT holding auspicious substances, 2ifWaT: shining,
&lAarad: attired in silken apparels, 31¢] immediately, SadrIdAT temples, TIYSTIT
worshipped.

With auspicious aricles in their hands, all the new brides who shone in silken
apparels
immediately went to temples and worshipped the family deities.

srfaTefiaTeied Faf ISYareT|
& W TEHYTETE FAMIAITAA I 11.77.141 |
mhieeT uried ddfder fgsimm|
IR gfear: waf wdhi: afdare:111.77.1511

dal then, Faf: all of them, ISRIAT: princesses, 3ifaTa worthy of homage, 31fiare
having paid obeisance, 313 thereafter, $adAI9HH resembling the palace of
Kubera, @ @9 their own, T&q residence, 3TRITE having reached, MM with cows,
¥1eg with riches, ¥=Ied with corn, fg&ia™ brahmins, ddfdw@r (3@ having
worshipped, ¥&: in private, g with husbands, difedT: united with, gfar: well
pleased, & enjoyed.

Then all the princesses paid obeisance to those worthy of worship and entered
their residence that resembled the palace of Kubera.Thereafter pleased with
gifting cows, riches and corn to brahmins and satisfying them they joined their
husbands and enjoyed themselves in privacy

22

To Hindus, Vivaha is not a contract unlike Islam or Christianity, It is a sacred process to endow the couple with abilities to
refine their moral & spiritual traits as householders (Grihastha). It transforms lower desires into higher spiritual goals to attain
Moksha together.



Fathers and the creatures of the world. This is
the life of responsibilities and cares. It'is only in
this =ense that Hindu marriage or “Vivaha” can
properly De understood, which means “to lift, to
supporf, to hold up, to sustain’”. This involves a
great compromise and mutual sacrifice. Those,

23.
An analysis of the rituals practiced in a traditional Hindu Vivah demonstrate that the bride is not just respected but

worshipped as sacred illumined energy throughout the entire ceremony. No other tradition comes close to giving women

such prominence & reverence.
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Can Manyavar refute that Hindu texts prove Kanyadana & other rituals of Vivaha ceremony are not patriarchal but instead
show immense reverence & Mana for the bride? If not, they must apologize & withdraw this highly offensive ad & stop
demeaning & demonizing Hindu customs.

25,

Sources:

Hindu Samskaras: A socio religious study of the Hindu sacraments by Raj Bali Pandey
A Socio-Political study of the Valmiki Ramayana by Ramashraya Sharma

The Hindu Sacrament of Marriage by Pandit Sri Rama Ramanuja Achari
https://t.co/GOXNGwBQpW
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