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One of the dangers of Christian theology is that our frameworks we inherit will

make us see life as an academic endeavor, neighbors as enemies to be conquer,

and the life of faith as a battle to be won. Sadly, our journey with Jesus will be less

about love and more about fear.

Christianity’s theological history is full of communities who tried to imagine better ways of loving, being together, and being

human. Yet also at work in our history are traditions of faith that made Jesus the warrior of our dreams and the community

foot soldiers of control.

An ironic thing is that much of this has been centered around ideas of “purity” and nostalgia that rarely takes the world live in

seriously, or history honestly, or image-bearers around us truthfully. “Purity” and “orthodoxy” were convenient ways to hide

arrogance and insecurity.

So hopefully the more we learn and the more we lean into Jesus and one another, we try to imagine better for ourselves and

we give up our idealism and dishonesty and embrace better ways of being Christian, human, and neighbors. Truthfully, God

really wants so much better for us.
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