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Srimad Ramayanam - thAyar greeting rAvanA, different meanings of a single slokA

Vedas are considered apauruSEyam, not made by humans, and therefore cannot

be interpreted in any manner. The vEdanta sUtra bASyam has been done by Sri Adi

Sankara, Swami Ramanuja and Sri Madhwa 1

On the other hand, itihAsAs and purunAs are made by riSis, but the greatness is that they wrote without diluting the meaning

of vEdAs (or Upanishads).

There is lot in them that are dependent on bhakti, which is subjected to bhAvam (or experience). AcAryAs have relished

these 2

experiences in Srimad Ramayanam, and one such instance is in Sundara Kandam where thAyAr greets rAvanA when she

visits her and places a grass between her and him. She also smiles at his arrogance

The slokA is

■■■■■■■■■■ ■■■■■■ ■■■■■■■■■■ ■■■■■■■■■■

3

There are bursts of bhAvam for one such slokA.

1) Thayar is used to wearing a veil (gOSA niyamanam) and, hence placed a grass between them.

2) When a person comes to see another person in their place, it’s customary to offer them a seat. As she does not have

one, she places

4

grass 

 

3) She’s insinuating that the strength and the valour he displayed is equivalent to that of a grass, meaning nothing. 

 

4) The wealth or the grandeur he displayed pales into insignificance as She was Mahalakshmi, who is the abode of all the
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wealth in the universe. 

5

He also arrogantly says that if she accepted him, he would send dowry to king Janaka. She indicated that it will be

equivalent to the grass.

5) She indicated that he’s equivalent to a cow and is fit to eat the grass

6) Even though she's held captive, she laid the grass 6

as a layer of protection that he cannot cross and her chastity will burn him like fire as it would do to a grass.

7) She reminded the incident of kAkAsurA where Rama made a grass into a Brahmastra to kill the demon and it will come to

save her. 7

In the case of the demon, Rama had to launch the missile but she warned she could do it in his case.

8) Just as Her consort came out of a pillar (Narasimha avatar), she warned that Rama would come out of the grass so she

warned him to stay away from her.

8

These are the different meanings to a single slokA from this famous verse of Sundara Kandam.

May Bhagawan and thAyAr give us unalloyed devotion to them.

Jai Sriram.
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