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LEVI STRAUSS & CO.

The denim jean and its predecessor the dungaree have a long history, and were traditionally seen as work wear for men.

But WWII changed all that...
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THE H. D. LEE COMPANY, Inc. g

THE WORLD'S LARGEST MANUFACTURER OF UNION-MADE WORK CLOTHES
News Dog Media

As women headed for the factories and shipyards they found that a sturdy denim bib-n-brace, paired with a stout headscarf,
was the way to go!



Yes. dear — any job that in the least way oscists our fighting
men is important. Mother’s working harder than she ever has
before, puts more and more salary into war bonds because she
knows how much there is of stake. She’s proud to help make
ADEL aircraft products that are fomed among United Nations’
pilots for Design Simplicity and DEPENDABILITY. After Victory,
these some qualities will be incorporated in equipment for in-
dustry . .. cameras for everybody...electrical home oppliances,
smaller in size, lighter in weight, better in performance.
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Coarse heavy ‘jeens' were fine for riveting work, but 1940s women didn't take a shine to them as leisure wear. For one thing

they were voluminous and shapeless.
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Jeans were also seen as clothing for children. No adult wanted to be seen wearing kid's dungarees in public.

Or did they?



SIZES 7 TO 14 and 10 TO 16

in navy . . new bamn réd
maximum fabric shrinkage 1%

LOW PRICED AT SEARS
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DUNGAREES in short, medium, long lengths

ipper closings . . cut for action . . made for hard wear $ 9 8
EACH

punt on Sears denims for style, for long wear. Red stitching finish, loops for your pet
bt side zippers, smooth back vokes, deep carry-all pockets . . . all big-value features.
bitching is sturdy double nesdle strength at all points of strain, copper rivets at
bps and pockets. Action cut throughout. Washable separately.

| Bov SHoRTS, Girls sizes 7, 8, PEDAL JEANS., Girls® sfes 1, |E| SurER DuUNGaRees. Girls'

10, 12, 14, Please slale nize.

ipE. wi. 6 oz,

L SE22—Navy blue. ., 51.98
L3523 —Barnred...... 1.98

Pen: sizes 10, 12, 14, 16,

W sice. S{L‘py_. wi, 6 oz,

L 4522 —Mavy blue. ., . 5198
4823—Bamred...... 1.98

biec-Jockey” FoLo Smiet is
grfully printed. Famous brand
rene mercerized combed eot-
& knit. Wash separately. Sizes
{7-8); medium {10:12});
(I4-16); scale, page &6
e size. Shpg. wio 4 oz

L 581 8—White ground . $1.5%
L 5819—Yellow ground. 159

8,10, 12, 14. Please tlale size.
Shipping weight & ountes.
78 L 5377—Navy blue. . . . $1.94
28 L 5330—Barn red. .. ... 1.98
Teem spzes 10, 12, 14, 16,
Siale yize, Shpg. wt. B oz
98 L 6327 —Navy bluc. .. . $1.98
%8 L 4330—Barn red...... 1.98

Sterren Povo SurrT. well cut in
fine combed cotton. Crew neck;
short action-cul sleeves. Wash
separately, Sizer Small (7-8);
medium (10-12); large {14-16):
scale, page 66. Please stole size.
Shipping weight 4 ounces.

pEL3823-Red and white, . .51.59
PRLSAZ4-Navy blue, white. 1.5%

sizes T, 8, 10, 12, 14, Please
siate size. Shpg. wi. 12 oz.
8 L 53246 —Navy blue. . . 5198
%8 L5331 —Barnred...... 1.98
Teen sizes 10, 12, 14, 16,
State size. Shpg, wt. 12 o2,
o8 L a32é—Navy hlue. . .. §1.98

98 Lédal—Barnred...... 158~

Crasswe SmieT. in handsome wo-
wven cotion plaid with patch pock-
et, back yoke. Wash separately.
Garls" mzax 7,08, 10, 12, 14,
Ktate size, Shpg. wi. 8 oz
F81L5738-Fed, green plaid. $1.98
Teen sizex 10, 12, 14, 16,
Slale size. ﬁh;sg. wi. 8 oz
wALAT3E-Hed, preen plaid. $1.98
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After WWII ended women's fashion initially reverted to type: mid-length in the skirt, long in the arm and with something
fetching around the neck.

But one group of gals wasn't having any of it...
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Bobby Soxers were teenage fans of pre-Rock 'n' Roll pop music - especially Frank Sinatra. They were also gang girls with a
rigid look: ankle socks, sweaters, big shirts and rolled up blue jeans!

Soxers were the first proto-teens: cliquey, raucous and determined to stand out. Soon they would be joined by many others.



The moral panic over Rock 'n' Roll in the 1950s wasn't just about hot rods and rumbles - it also swept up the disquiet about

independent teen girls that had been building since the Bobby Soxers.




Dungaree SIN

They carried acid bombs in their purses and knives under their
clothing. They were the roughest, toughest girls on the waterfront.
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And nothing said 'trouble’ louder than a young girl in blue jeans and a yellow sweater. Soon the look became a shorthand for
teen delinquency!
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The 'dungaree set' were the girls you didn't let your daughter hang out with: they smoked, they drank, they ran with gangs,
they made out with boys - a lot!

"Something must be done!" came the cry...
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RIOT AND REBELLION IN THE.DUNGAREE SE!‘
IRVING SHULMAN

Author of “The Amboy Dukes",




And jeans manufacturers cried it the loudest! Denim production had risen during the war and now they were looking for new
markets to exploit. Could they make 'lady jeans' into a mainstay of a traditional woman's wardrobe?

'LADY
LEVIS

SANFORIZED
LEVI STRAUSS & CO.

THE ORIGINAL WESTERN BLUE JEANS
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Starting in the mid-1950s manufacturers such as Lee, Levi and Wrangler began aggressively marketing ‘'western' jeans to
women: playing up their cowboy heritage and playing down their hoodlum reputation.

JACKETS




All the tricks of marketing were used: they were renamed Ranch Pants...

...they were tailored to have a flattering silhouette...
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n the swlng with the younger set are these smart new separates
= from Levi's Denim family, in five luscious California colors — tulip pink, sun-
] set gold, indian red, faded blue and indigo. Sanforized, vat-dyed, color-fast,
they're the perfect mix-and-match combination for year-round casual wear!

Shorties and Shorts about $2.95 - Pedal Pushers about $3.95 - California Ranch Pants about $4.95 - Sleeve-
less Shirts and Broadcloth Shirts with Matching Candy Stripes about $3.95 - Casual Jackets about $3.95

AT BETTER STORES EVERYWHERE, OR WRITE LEVI STRAUSS OF CALIFORMIA « SAN FRANCISCO 6 » MAKERS OF WORLD-FAMOUS LEVI'S *

...and they were heavily linked to wholesome living! The blue jean was changed from a symbol of rebellion to a statement of
modern leisure and domesticity.



Come and get ‘em—*

LARY
LEVIS

THE ORIGINAL WESTERN BLUE JEANS LEVI STRAUSS & CO.

The popularity of jeans has waxed and waned over the years, but one thing is certain: they're no longer factory wear.

Ladies in Levi's - Twitter salutes you, however you choose to wear them!




“I'm having a fit”

“Tkese Stra ﬁkt Leg jeans
; omenswear
have mykmdqfﬁt Not ti f
Never uncomfortable. fus
soft, smiooth, and very
flattering—almost like !
were custom tatlored!”

“Maybe you can relax in

! skin tight jeans. I can’t.
dlgﬁui&%b‘&f niz‘ Leg jeans
T cut or anyiwhere—
> ‘---. w_even when I sit like this”

“The length is right, too. Perfect for
rolling up or leaving down. So you
can have the look you want while
you re enjoying an absa!u!e!y

smashing fit!”

(Ask for Straight or .éruper
StraightLeg Jeans, 26048-02
or 26068-02.) |

QUALITY NEVER GOES OUT OF STYLE.

s reipstriet Infemars of L e & . Sam Frisscions. © 1973 L s & o,
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