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Today I'm just quotating someone's words. Let's see how many of us recognise
this man.

Real Hero of Bharat!

At about 2.30 in the afternoon, General Sir Roy Bucher walked into my room and said, "Eh, you, go and pick up your
toothbrush. You are going to Srinagar with V P Menon. The flight will take off at about 4 o'clock". | said, "why me, sir?"

We are worried about the military situation. V P Menon is going there to get the accession from the Maharaja. | flew in with V
P Menon in a Dakota. Wng Cdr Dewan, was also there. But his job did not have anything to do with assessing the military
situation.

He was sent by the Air Force because it was the Air Force which was flying us in.
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Since | was in the Directorate of Military Operations, and was responsible for current operations all over India, West Frontier,
the Punjab, etc, | knew what the situation in Kashmir was.

I knew that the tribesmen had come in - initially only the tribesmen - supported by the Pakistanis.
Fortunately for us, and for Kashmir, they were busy raiding, raping all along. In Baramulla they killed Colonel Dykes.

Tom and his wife were holidaying in Baramulla when the tribesmen killed them.

The Maharaja's forces were 50% Muslim & 50% Dogra. The Muslim elements had revolted and joined the Pakistani forces.
This was the broad military situation.

THE TRIBESMEN WERE BELIEVED TO BE ABOUT 7-9 KMS FROM SRINAGAR. | was sent in to get the precise military
situation. The army knew that if we had to send soldiers, we would have to fly them in.

Therefore, a few days before, we had made arrangements for aircraft and for soldiers to be ready.

But we couldn't fly them in until the state of Kashmir had acceded to India.

From the political side, Sardar Patel and V P Menon had been dealing with Mahajan and the Maharaja, and the idea was
that V.P Menon would get the accession, | would bring back the military appreciation and report to the government.

The troops were already at the airport, ready to be flown in. Air Chief Marshall ElImhurst was the air chief and he had made
arrangements for the aircraft from civil and military sources.

Anyway, we were flown in.

We went to Srinagar. We went to the palace. | have never seen such disorganisation in my life.

The Maharaja was coming out of one room, & going into another saying, "Alright, if India doesn't help, | will go & join my
troops and fight (it) out".



| couldn't restrain myself, & said, "That will raise their morale sir".

Eventually, | also got the military situation from everybody around us, asking what the hell was happening, & discovered that
the tribesmen were about 7-9 km from what was then that horrible little airfield.

V P Menon was in the meantime discussing with Mahajan and the Maharaja. Eventually the Maharaja signed the accession
papers and we flew back in the Dakota late at night.

On arriving at Delhi, the first thing | did was to go and report to Sir Roy Bucher.

He said, "Eh, you, go and shave and clean up. There is a cabinet meeting at 9 o'clock. | will pick you up and take you there."
So | went home, shaved, dressed, etc. and Roy Bucher picked me up, and we went to the cabinet meeting.

The cabinet meeting was presided by Mountbatten. There was Jawaharlal Nehru, there was Sardar Patel, there was Sardar
Baldev Singh. There were other ministers whom | did not know and did not want to know, because | had nothing to do with
them.
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At the morning meeting V P Menon handed over the accession. Mountbatten turned around and said, "come on Manekji,
what is the military situation?"

| gave him the military situation, and told him THAT UNLESS WE FLEW IN TROOPS IMMEDIATELY, WE WOULD HAVE
LOST SRINAGAR.



Going by road would take days, and once the tribesmen got to the airport and Srinagar, we couldn't fly troops in. Everything
was ready at the airport.

AS USUAL NEHRU TALKED ABOUT THE United Nations, Russia, Africa, God almighty, everybody, until Sardar Patel lost
his temper.

He said, "Jawaharlal, do you want Kashmir, or do you want to give it away'. Nehru said, "Of course, | want Kashmir". Then
Patel said "Please give your orders".

AND BEFORE NEHRU COULD SAY ANYTHING SARDAR PATEL TURNED TO ME AND SAID, "YOU HAVE GOT YOUR
ORDERS".
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| walked out, and we started flying in troops at about 11 o'clock or 12 o'clock. | think it was the Sikh regiment under Ranjit
Rai that was the first lot to be flown in. And then we continued flying troops in. Then all the fighting took place.

This excerpt is taken from Kashmir 1947, Rival versions of History, by Prem Shankar Jha.

And the person | quoted was none other than Field Marshal Sam Manekshaw, India's greatest military commander.
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