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Srikanteshwara Temple or

Nanjundeshwara Temple is a famous Shiva Temple located in Karnataka at the

bank of river  Kapila. Temple is also called Varanasi of South. Nanjunda means one

who has consumed poison.
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Story is  related to the Samudra Mathanam when Paramashiva had to consume halahala. 



Parashurama worshipped Mahadeva here to relieve himself from the curse of Mathru Hatya. While clearing the place to do

poojas Parashurama's  axe hit the Shivalingam and it began bleeding, that

mark is still visible even today. Thus

it is also believed that Parashurama did Shiva Prathishta here

Sthala Puranam says that, once there was a demon named Keshi who disturbed the people in the area, after  getting

blessing from Brahma Deva  and Mahavishnu. Mahadeva appeared



here and killed demon Keshi and blessed this place as Papa Vinashini. Whoever praying to Srikanteshwara or

Nanjundeshwara, after bathing in the  Kabini River will be relieved from all sins.

Nanjundeshwaraya Namah
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